
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF BROWNSTOWN REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MEETING OF FEBRUARY 4, 2013 

 
The Charter Township of Brownstown regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was held in the 
Township Hall, 21313 Telegraph Road, on Monday, February 4, 2013. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Linko at 7:00 p.m. and began with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL BY CLERK BERECZ: 
PRESENT:  Supervisor Linko, Clerk Berecz, and Treasurer Warren.  Trustees:  Cronin, Eberth, 
Peters, and Walters.  Also in attendance were Public Safety Director Sclater, Fire Chief Drouillard, 
DPW Director Gahry, Economic Development Manager DiSanto, Human Resource Manager Hall, and 
Township Attorney Robinette. 
 
MINUTE ACCEPTANCE: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Warren, to accept the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 21, 2013, 
with corrections to the motions for 2013-2014 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) – Set 
Public Hearing For February 19, 2013, and Brownstown Little League Parade Permit.  Ayes:  Linko, 
Warren, Cronin, Eberth, and Peters.  Nays:  None.  Abstain:  Berecz and Walters.  Motion carried. 
 
AGENDA  APPROVAL: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Walters, to approve the Agenda of February 4, 2013, with the removal 
of Agenda Item #2 – Retiree Medical Reimbursement.  Ayes:  Linko, Warren, Cronin, Peters, and 
Walters.  Nays:  Berecz and Eberth.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM: 
Public forum was held from 7:05 p.m. to 7:25 p.m.  
 
1ST READING OF ORDINANCE #301-1; AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE #301 – 
CODE OF ETHICS: 
Motion of Eberth, supported by Cronin, to approve the 1st Reading of Ordinance #301-1; an ordinance 
to amend Ordinance #301 – Code of Ethics to prohibit gifts.  All voting aye. 
 
THE SENIOR ALLIANCE 2013 FISCAL YEAR MATCH INVOICE - $3,678.00: 
Motion of Walters, supported by Cronin, to approve to pay The Senior Alliance 2013 fiscal year match 
invoice in the amount of $3,678.00 with funds to come from Account #275.666.880 for the period of 
January 15, 2013 to January 15, 2014.  All voting aye. 
 
SUPERVISOR: 
REQUEST APPROVAL TO HIRE J. LAUB AS DPW OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR AND 
REQUEST TO REPLACE THE VACANT LABORER POSITION IN DPW DEPARTMENT: 
Motion of Berecz, supported by Warren, to concur with the request to approve to hire John Laub as 
DPW Office Administrator beginning on February 11, 2013, with a salary of $35,000.00 annually, 
with all other benefits to carry over from his current position including township seniority, vacation 
time, and pension (memo of understanding has been signed by Teamsters Administrative Union); and 
to approve to replace the vacant DPW Laborer position.  All voting aye. 
 
Motion of Walters, supported by Cronin, to receive the balance of the Supervisor’s Report which 
consists of Police Department Report.  All voting aye. 
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CLERK: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Walters, to accept the Clerk’s Report which consists of Comcast 
correspondence – changes to channel lineup and Disbursements.  All voting aye. 
 
TREASURER: 
DISBURSEMENTS – $1,150,912.80: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Walters, to approve General Fund Disbursements in the amount of 
$232,517.96; Fire Protection in the amount of $120,480.34; Police Operations in the amount of 
$163,648.00; Downtown Development in the amount of $44,665.87; Road Capital in the amount of 
$91,716.56; Debt Service Fund in the amount of $6,148.96; DDA Township Campus in the amount of 
$202,588.00; Sewer Fund in the amount of $168,509.26; Water Fund in the amount of $88,180.71; 
School and County in the amount of $2,052.00;  and Retiree Insurance in the amount of $30,405.14, 
for a total amount of $1,150,912.80.  Roll call vote:  Cronin, aye; Eberth, aye; Walters, aye; Warren, 
aye; Berecz, aye; Linko, aye; and Peters, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT: 
SPECIAL LAND USE TO ALLOW A SELF-SERVICE GAS STATION IN A B-2 ZONING 
DISTRICT AT 20645 GIBRALTAR ROAD: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Eberth, to approve the request for special land use to allow a self-
service gas station in B-2 Zoning District at Kroger located at 20645 Gibraltar Road, Brownstown, MI  
48183, with the following conditions:  limited hours of operation between 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; 
limited diesel sales to two (2) pumps only; a maximum of five (5) pump islands; decorative 
landscaping fencing to extend across the entire developed site area; no additional curb cuts to Gibraltar 
Road; no outdoor sales of oils, washer fluids, salts, etc. unless located between the two building wing 
walls and between the decorative columns, in other words, out of sight; No PA system shall be used 
other than the system which is integrated into the pumps; Kroger cannot sell or lease the fuel center to 
another operator that is not fully owned and operated by Kroger; and Kroger shall provide a letter of 
credit for the removal of the fueling station and tanks and to ensure the environmental integrity of the 
area should Kroger vacate the existing retail center.  Ayes:  Linko, Warren, Cronin, Eberth, Peters, and 
Walters.  Nays:  Berecz.  Motion carried. 
 
EMPLOYEE CONTRACT EXTENSION – DDA ASSISTANTS: 
Motion of Walters, supported by Cronin, to concur with the DDA recommendation and approve the 
contract extensions for Vernon Gustaffson and Susan Trussell for four years expiring on February 7, 
2017, and a salary increase commencing the first pay period following February 7, 2013, to $41,000.00 
per year, and all other benefits set forth in the original employment contract to remain the same.  Be it 
further understood that Vernon Gustaffson and Susan Trussell are employed with the DDA on an “At 
Will” basis and as such, either party or the Township Board may terminate this Contract with or 
without cause subject to the notice requirements set forth in the Original Employment Contract.  Ayes:  
Linko, Warren, Cronin, Eberth, Peters, and Walters.  Nays:  Berecz.  Motion carried. 
 
SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING FOR BROWNSTOWN DDA DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND 
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PLAN 2013 AMENDMENT: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Walters, to approve to schedule a Public Hearing for the Brownstown 
DDA Development Plan and Tax Increment Financing Plan 2013 Amendment on March 18, 2013, at 
7:00 p.m.  All voting aye. 
 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Warren, to receive the balance of the Community Services Department 
Report which includes the following:  Downtown Development Authority Work Session minutes of 
October 3, 2012; Downtown Development Authority Work Session minutes of December 5, 2012; 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of January 14, 2013; and Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 
Minutes of December 20, 2013.  All voting aye. 
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RECREATION:  
Motion of Warren, supported by Cronin, to receive the balance of the Recreation Department Report 
which consists of the Community Center Update, 2013 Winter Programs, and Senior Programs.  All 
voting aye. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: 
WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT EXTENSION: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Warren, to concur with the recommendation of DPW Director Gahry 
and approve to extend the Waste Management contract for a period of seven (7) years commencing 
August 1, 2013 and expiring July 31, 2020; switching over to a bi-weekly recycling pick-up; 
distribution of new 96-gallon recycling containers; and authorizing the Supervisor to sign and execute 
Addendum #6 of the Waste Management contract.  Roll call vote:  Warren, aye; Linko, aye; Eberth, 
aye; Peters, aye; Berecz, aye; Cronin, aye; and Walters, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
VEHICLE REPLACEMENTS: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Warren, to approve the request to waive the bid process and look into 
State or County Bids to purchase the following five (5) water and sewer vehicles:  2013 Ford F-550 
with dump box, plow and spreader; 2013 Ford F-250 with plow; 2013 Ford F-250 with UT boxes and 
crane; 2013 Ford E-250 with tool cabinets; and 2013 Ford E-250 with tool cabinets, at a combined cost 
of approximately $230,000.00 with funds to come from Account #590.536.9804 for $130,000.00, and 
Account #591.537.9804 for $100,000.00.  All voting aye. 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL VEHICLE REPLACEMENT: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Walters, to approve to waive the bid process and purchase a new 2013 
Chevrolet Tahoe through the Oakland County Bid process at a cost of approximately $25,000.00 with 
funds to come from Account #235.102.981.430.  All voting aye. 
 
COMBINATION SEWER MACHINE REPLACEMENT: 
Motion of Walters, supported by Cronin, to approve to waive the bid process and look into the State or 
other Government Bid process to purchase a 2013 Combination sewer cleaning machine at a cost 
between $310,000.00 and $400,000.00 with funds to come from Account #590.536.9804, to replace 
the current Vactor Brand machine that was purchased in 2002 and sell said Vactor.  DPW Director 
Gahry will return to the Board if the new Combination Machine will be financed.  All voting aye. 
 
WATER AND SEWER PETTY CASH REIMBURSEMENT: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Warren, to approve the Water and Sewer Department’s Petty Cash 
report and reimburse in the amount of $157.34.  All voting aye.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion of Cronin, supported by Walters, to adjourn the regular Township Board Meeting at 7:55 p.m.  
All voting aye. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sherry A. Berecz, Clerk 
Charter Township of Brownstown 
 
SAB/rlh 
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